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C‘ Forestry Commission South West of England

Regional Development Agency

This study is an independent report, commissioned by The Forestry Commission and the South
West of England Regional Development Agency.

Traditionally, forestry’s economic measures have focussed on the timber supply chain, but have
ignored wider economic benefits. This study examines and evaluates the overall contribution that
woodlands and forestry make to the South West regional economy. It evaluates the important
timber-based industry but recognises forestry’s very much wider economic contribution, (e.g.
through tourism and leisure).

The Forestry Commission and SW RDA were pleased to commission the study, which we see as a
beginning rather than an end in itself. We are pleased to have had the support of particular partners
listed below, and are grateful not only for their financial help, but also for their contributions through
the steering group.

The idea for the report came from the partners themselves. From initial discussions, the need for an
independent regional analysis became clear. We are grateful to partners for their original suggestion
and for their enthusiastic support throughout. Equally, we are grateful to Land Use Consultants and
their own partners for undertaking the study, and to all those individuals and organisations who
contributed to it.

Whilst all partners have supported preparation of the study, it should be noted that the Consultants
have drawn on a wide range of expertise and comment in its preparation. The study is
independently researched and prepared, and the views, comments and recommendations contained
within it cannot be attributed to any individual partner.

Forestry Commission SW RDA
South West England Conservancy Sterling House
Mamhead Castle Dix’s Field
Mamhead EXETER
EXETER EX6 8HD EXI IQA
Tel 01626 890666 Tel 01392214747
Fax 01626 891118 Fax 01392 214848
E mail fc.sweng@forestry.gsi.gov.uk E mail enquiries@southwestrda.org.ok

Co-funding Partners
Cornwall County Council

Forest of Avon

Great Western Community Forest
Silvanus Trust

South West Forest

Forestry and Timber Association
Woodland Trust
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